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right at the heart of the maths there is metaphor

*Glenn Davidson, Artstation, inconversationw ith eminenteyberneticist Gordon Pask ona collabora tive artpropct (1988)
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Matmos

Karen Cham & Jeffery Johnson

a participatory artwork documenting the three day event

The ECiD event hosted by the Brighton of Brighton at Lighthouse last week was rated as a huge success by all those who attended. Taking as a starting point the knowledge elicitation art practices of Julian Burton in corporate troubleshooting exercises, escape velocity was reached on the Friday when both the artists and the complexity scientists found common ground in the collaborative artwork of Glenn Davidson of Artstation and Gordon Pask. As an installation artist who makes public artwork and an eminent cyberneticist, they had been working collaboratively for some time when they simultaneously discovered, inside one of their giant paper sculptures, that ‘right at the heart of the maths there is metaphor’. Pask himself is credited with describing cybernetics as ‘the art & science of defensible metaphors’.
It had been envisioned by the organizers that ideas, methodologies and practices that may inform complexity science would be found most easily in the trans-disciplinary arts that embrace some form of science in either material or methodology so there was therefore a reasonable focus upon robotics and interactive art. However, poetry, movement, sculpture and music were also part of the agenda and allowed artists and researchers a unique opportunity to focus upon common ground and enquire as to how that ground might inform the development of complex systems science.  

Full archival documentation will be available in due course. For a window into that event, please see the forthcoming departmental seminar from Andy Gracie Weds 27th June
