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This research investigates the notion of architectural space as a complex adaptive system. Space is a moot point, perceived here as vicissitudinous (in constant flux). This is not the visible object space of the built environment, but the space of user movement, activity, habitation and interaction. Taking cue from space syntax theory building’s are thought of as systems of spatial relations, defined by the dynamic interactions of various autonomous spatially discrete entities. The fundamental element of architectonic form is considered here to be activity; the notion of unfolding properties of human occupation and interaction as a generator of space. This induces a dynamic approach in which space may self-organise, which the computer is used to emulate. A model exploring how (diagrams of) architectural space might self-organise based on swarm intelligence has been developed. This model (dubbed ‘Sniffing space’) focuses on the problem of circulation and explicit spatial arrangement. It forms the methodology on which this work is based and the basis for other models;

· Interpreting spatial parameters of an architectural brief/generating novel spatial patterns 

· Self-organising spatial layout/plan design

The seminar will review the study so far and welcomes discussion on the study, methodology and proposed development.
