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Recovering some Associations between Sociology, Technology and Design
In this talk I'll present an aspect of my PhD studies that I'm undertaking in the Department of Design at Goldsmiths, University of London. A feature of my literature review is the recovery of historic occasions where sociology, technology and design have been brought together. Within my PhD, this literature will then hopefully provide some valuable contexts for discussing a form of contemporary practice that I'm calling speculative design. In the first part of the talk I'll focus on literature, archives and syllabi relating to the Man-Made Futures course at the Open University and the Department of Design Research at Royal College of Art, as examples of associations between sociology, technology and design. In the second part I will offer a quick sketch of what I mean by speculative design, and put forward some initial thoughts about how I am linking the archival material to this practice.

