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Integrating sustainable design in new product development - the development of the Cambridge sustainable design tool kit
It is well accepted that design is one of the key aspects of new product 
development. Further, it is widely recognised that design also plays a 
central role in the development of more sustainable products. However, 
although the idea of sustainability seems to be widely discussed in design 
research, there are signs that the true meaning of this notion has not been 
fully assimilated in new product development to date.

This seminar presents an ongoing research project which aims to better 
understand how the concept of sustainable design can be more effectively 
integrated in design practice. A central part of this project is the 
development of a sustainable design tool kit, which not only provides 
sustainable design guidance on a practical level, but also communicates 
fundamental concepts of sustainable design in an accessible, intuitive and 
entertaining way. The tool kit is tested in a series of workshops in design 
academia and industry and improved iteratively throughout this process.

The project is carried out in the Design Management Group at the University 
of Cambridge. The group is interested in how design can be effectively 
managed to create sustainable, desirable, usable and producible new 
products and services. Central to this aim is the role of design as an 
integrator between technology and users. The group is also active in 
understanding and promoting the importance of design at a national level.






