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Design, Innovation and Transitions to Sustainability
A number of commentators suggest that the scale and complexity of persistent global environmental problems calls for substantive transitions, i.e. major changes in energy, transport and agri-food systems.  Such system changes are often deemed socio-technical as they do not simply entail new technologies but also changes in markets, user practices, policy and cultural meanings.  Various frameworks such as the multi-level perspective (MLP) have been developed to understand these complex socio-technical processes and more specifically, inform the governance of purposive transitions.

In this seminar, Matthew will critically review aspects of this approach to sustainable design and innovation.  He will reflect on two deficiencies in transition frameworks such as the MLP.  First, their lack of attention to space and geography.  Second, their resultant lack of utility at city and regional spatial scales.  







