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The Future of Coal and Carbon Capture and Storage

The IEA Clean Coal Centre provides unbiased information on the sustainable use of coal. John Kessels a senior analyst will speak on the future of coal after the outcome of the United Nations Framework on Climate Change Convention Copenhagen negotiations with a focus on carbon capture and storage. The use of clean coal technology is important to achieve global mitigation of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions. To achieve this will require uptake of CCS in developed and developing countries such as China and India where coal currently and in the future will continue to play a major role in providing energy.  Approximately 40% of the world’s power is generated by coal with conservative estimates of 150 years of coal reserves remaining. Developing and developed countries are working to make coal fired power stations more efficient and the use of CCS will be essential to achieve deep cuts in CO2 emissions.

John Kessels is a senior analyst at the International Energy Agency Clean Coal Centre based in London. He writes reports on carbon abatement and management issues pertaining to emissions trading, international agreements and frameworks that could accelerate the use of clean coal technologies. Some of the reports he has written for the IEA Clean Coal Centre include ‘Clean coal technologies for a carbon-constrained world: The role of power sector clean coal technologies in climate policy’ and Economic instruments and clean coal technologies. He has also organized and written reports on two expert meetings on CCS and finance in London and New York. Prior to working at the IEA Clean Coal Centre he worked at the Energy Research Centre Policy Studies Unit in the Netherlands. One of his roles at ECN was to provide technical support for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Fourth Assessment on Climate Change for the Working Group III report on Mitigation of Climate Change. During the four year IPCC process he has also been involved in organizing and presenting at several side events at the United Nations Framework on Climate Convention Conference of Parties. He was also one of the scientists awarded a certificate for his contribution to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Nobel Peace Prize in 2007.
