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Product architectures are complex conceptual structures that affect how design is carried out and the performance of the resulting products. While many researchers have proposed methods for analyzing models of product architectures, it is challenging to get a handle on such structures from the design perspective. 

In this presentation I will describe my PhD research into the design of product architectures modelled in node-link form. I will discuss methods for formalising descriptions of spaces of product architectures and generating points within the space, which have been implemented in software form, and issues arising from this approach. I will also attempt to discuss how such methods might fit into the wider context of
engineering design.
