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Co-construction processes in Team Design


Team design communication is an emerging issue in the Design Research field. Previous research studies focusing on the communication processes taking place during co-design have shed light on various issues, such as types of observed discourse, types of critical episodes, types of frequent sequences, and types of emerging roles. However, no clear answer has been yet given to what makes a team design interaction more collaborative than another. To address this issue, we focused on one aspect of collaboration: the process of socio-cognitive co-construction inside a specific team working on a specific design project. Three main dimensions of co-construction have been considered so far: the explicitness of relevant information, the expression of viewpoints, and the inter-speaker (argumentative) discourse relations. Having as unit of analysis a team design decision episode, we were able to identify episodes with basic, elaborated, and argumentative co-construction. Some additional aspects having to do with the equity of participation, the reflectivity on non-present agents’ actions, and the epistemic shifts observed in team members’ discourse lead the way to a more thorough exploration and understanding of what is meant by team design collaboration.

