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[Summary]

There is an issue in distance learning about how to teach mechatronics and robotic programming, in which artificial intelligence is used to control electro-mechanical devices.  The primary cause of concern is the use of traditional, text-based langauges, which are difficult to learn, to understand and to debug, and which can alienate the student and distract from the intended purpose of developing the robotic behaviours.

An alternative, which has become an area of active and lively research is Programming by Demonstration, which removes the issues related to traditional programming.  This talk will present a working prototype of a Programming by Demonstration system which allows rapid development and analysis of mobile robot behaviours using a graphical approach.  Testing, using twenty subjects from a variety of backgrounds, has provided evidence in favour of the newly presented programming method.  
